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M A trail to connect, A trail to leave behind

Coexistence with nature is a teaching of the Ainu. They used their experiences of
failure and reflection in order to find a way to live in harmony with nature. This
belief in sustainability is seen in the efforts for the preservation of Marimo.

The Marimo Festival was created in 1950 in a cooperative effort between Ainu and
Wajin (Japanese) to expand understanding of Marimo preservation. In 1976, A group
of Ainu performers, the Yakuraza, introduced Ainu culture to the world for the first
time at the UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization) Paris headquarters in 1976. The legacies of two great men remain in
this land. Takeshiro dedicated himself to the preservation of the way of life and
culture of the Ainu, while Masana laid the groundwork for local cultivation and
education.The path towards UNESCO World Natural Heritage status of the Marimo
is the path that connects the nature of this land to future society and ensures its
preservation.
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